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with a series of appendices which include ample vocabu-
laries of the various languages. The book is thus a thorough
monograph based on exact personal knowledge of the people.
From the rich ethnographical materials collected by the author
we may select a few points for notice.
Of the three principal tribes, the Dyoulas, who belong to
the well-known and widely spread race of the Mandingos,
profess Islam, but the other two, the Koulangos and Abrons,
are mostly pagans. In their religion the two great deities
are the Earth and the Sky, or, as M. Tauxier prefers to
describe it, the Atmosphere ; for he tells us that the celestial
deity worshipped by the people is not so much the blue
vault, which they believe to be solid, as the clouds, thunder,
lightning, and rain, which they personify as a single powerful
divinity. But apparently both Earth and Sky are conceived
as masculine beings, not as husband and wife. However,
on the question of their sex the writer is not explicit. Of the
two, the Earth seems to rank as superior, for it is by the
Earth rather than by the Sky that the worshippers swear.
But sacrifices are offered to both. For example, the Abrons
sacrifice a chicken to the Earth when they clear a patch for
cultivation in the forest, and they promise the same deity a
chicken or a goat if he grants them a good crop. Thus the
Earth is naturally enough supposed to be endowed with a
fertilizing virtue. But it is also viewed as a moral power, for
we are told that this great divinity hates murderers, thieves,
sorcerers, and all evil-doers. In the opinion of the Nafanas,
one of the minor tribes, any act of unchastity committed in
the forest is very offensive to Earth, who manifests his or her
displeasure by withholding the rain. The Koulangos often
represent this deity in the form of a tree with great spreading
roots, at the foot of which they lay a large red block of
ferruginous stone. The water-spirits of pools and lakes are
also commonly revered by the pagans. Once a year the
Nafanas sacrifice an ass to the spirit of a certain pool by
drowning the animal in the water.
But besides the personified powers of Nature the spirits
of their ancestors are also worshipped by the heathen and
receive sacrifices at their hands. For example, when several
deaths have taken place one after the other in one of the